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Hallel VeHoda’ah—A Sincere Obligation

Chazal (Shabbos 21b) instituted Chanukah as a time for Hallel and Hoda’ah, which Rashi (d”h vi’asa’um) explains,
“they established [these days] to recite Hallel and to say ‘al Hanisim’ in Hoda’ah”. We might ask: what is the reason
for instituting both Hallel and Hoda’ah? Why isn’t one enough, and what is the difference between them?

We recite a posuk from Tehillim (147) in Pesukei Dizimra (second Hallel), “Enu laHashem bisodah, zamru le’Elokeinu
bichinor”—Call out to Hashem in gratitude, sing to Elokeinu with a musical instrument (harp). In the first part of this
posuk, the word used to describe ‘calling out’ to Hashem is “Enu,” which can also mean ‘answer’ or ‘reply’. Why was
this particular word chosen here? Perhaps we can explain that just as someone who is asked a question is expected
to answer, so too are we expected to thank Hashem for the goodness He grants us. Indeed, the Chovos Halevavos (at
the beginning of Sha’ar Avodas Hashem) emphasizes our obligation to thank and praise Hashem for the countless
kindnesses He bestows upon us. Thus, the first part of this posuk refers to one who praises Hashem as his obligation.
Yet, if one only thanks Hashem out of a responsibility, he might not feel the love and compassion that Hashem has for
him. Thus, the posuk states, “Enu la’Hashem”—His Name, which connotes midas harachamim—to inform us that
we should not merely thank Him dryly, but rather, to remember His goodness, with great feeling.

In the second half of this posuk, we highlight our desire to sing to Hashem with all our hearts. However, this can also
pose a risk, as someone might mistakenly think they are acting with a Midas chassidus—going beyond the letter of
the law. Therefore, the posuk uses the name—Elokeinu—referring to the midas hadin of Hashem, so that we
understand that singing to Hashem over His goodness is hot above our duty. Instead, it is our very obligation in life.

We may now understand a possible reason why the Chochomim instituted saying both hallel and al hanisim in
hoda’ah. The al hanisim in hoda’ah represents our obligation to thank and praise Hashem for the Nissim that took
place on Chanukah, just as we praise Hashem in Modim for all the other good in our lives. Yet, this cannot be done
solely out of obligation. Instead, it must be accompanied by heartfelt singing to Hashem. Therefore, we also sing to
Hashem with a full Hallel.
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